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9th April, 1948. 


On Slst March the Defence Committee agreed 
that all British subjects in Palestine should be warned 
of the dangers of staying in the country and that, while 
they could not be forced to leave, they should be strongly 
advised to do so aS quickly as possible and told that 
if they remained it would be at their own risk, I 
undertook to enquire whether warnings on these lines had 
already been issued and, if not, to ensure that they 


were, 


The position on 3lst March was that menbers of 
the commercial community in Palestine had already been 
advised that, in making their plans for the future , they 
Should remember that H.M.G. could help in their departure 
to a much greater extent now than later on, when the 
possibility of practical assistance would steadily 
diminish. They were advised further that they should 
send their wives and children to the United Kingdom before 
the end of April. Missionaries and members of allied 
institutions were similarly advised through the Bishop in 
Jerusalem, The oil companies were also advised that they 
Should arrange for families of their employees in Palestine 


to leave the country. 


I therefore telegraphed to the High Commissioner 
instructing him tp issue a warning as desired by the 
Defence Comnittee,;suggesting that there might be some 
members of the British community, e.g. employees of the 
refineries in Haifa, in whose case advice to leave the 
country would be inappropriate, at any rate at this stage, 
and that he must exercise his discretion regarding the 
issue of a warning to these people, The High 
Comnissioner has replied (a) he assumes that the warning 
should be given only to those British subjects whose 
normal domicile is in the U.K.; (b) if an explicit 
warning is conveyed to these persons, whether verbally or 
otherwise, it will not be possible to exclude those who 


may be in positions of imperial interest, such as the 
/staff 


The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin, hi.P. 


Staff of the Haifa Oil Refineries. He has 
suggested that in the case of all such essential 
persons the warning should be accompanied by an 
intimation that H.M.G., while in no way minimizing 
the attendant risk, would be glad if they would 
remain at- their posts until the last possible 
moment in the national interest. It would have 
to be made clear that.in tiie event of their 
remaining in response to this request H,i..G. would 
accept responsibility for the evacuation of the 
individuals concerned at a later date, should 
circumstances in Palestine make this necessary, 
and in the meantime accept responsibility for 


their security. 


As to (a) above, I think that the warning 
should apply only to t hose whose normal domicile is 
not in Palestine. As to (b), in view of the 
imvortance of maintaining the operation of the oil 
refineries as long as possible, I feel that the 
warning must be modified in the sense suggested by 


the High Commissioner 


Before submitting for the approval of the 
Prime Minister, I woulc like to know if you agree 
with me on these two points, I am writing 
Similarly to Alexander, 


Boothe, Es Vn, 


The 2t. Hione srnest Bevin, iiere 


Sth A: 1 948. 
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on Slst arch the Defence Comnittee agreed 
that 211 British subjects in Palestine should be warned 
of the dange:'s of Staying ia the country snc tiat, while 
they coul: not be forced to leave, th. y siivuld ve strougly 
edvisec to Co so aS .uickly as possiLlle sind told that 
if they reisained it would be at their own risk. I 
uncertook to enquire “whether wariiugs o1 these lines had 
alrésuy been issue!’ auc, if sot, to esure that they 
were. 


The position on 3lst March was th-t members of 
the commercifl co:munity in .slestine had already been 
advised that, in inmaking their plans for the future they 
should remember thot %...G. could hel; in thelr depsrture 
to a much sreater extent uow thu lster on, when the 
possibility of sracticsl assistance would steadily 
ciminish. They were advised further that they should 
send their wives ene children to the United Kingdom before | 
the end of \prii. Missionarics an¢ iwmbers of allied 
institutions were similarly sdvised throush the Bishop in 
Jerusalem. “he oil compaiies vere also advised that they 
shoulé arrange for families of their e ployees in Palestin 
to leove the country. 


I therefore telezgr* shed to the "ig Comaiscioner 
instructing him to issue s warning as cesired by the 
Defence Corm:ittee, sucssesting thst there might be Some 
members of the Britis: co’mumit:, ees. eimloyees of the 
refineries in Haifa, in whose cese advice to leave the 
country wo'l¢ be inapprooriste, at any rate at tiis s tage, 
and thet he ust exercise nis diser:tion resardinz tie 
issue of 3 woPnin: to these 7:2051le. The ‘lich 
Con-issioner his “eolied (a) he assumes thot the warning 
should ve siven only to tose british subjects wmose 
normal comicile is in the U.ii.; (b) if on explicit 
worning is conveyed to these persons, whether verbally or 
otherwise, it will iot be possible to exclude those who 
may be in positions of imperi 1 interest, such <8 the 
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staff of the Hsifa (il kefrineries. lie has 
suggested that in the esse of all such essential 
persons the warning should be sceompanied by an 
intimetion thet H,i.G., while in no way minimiziag 
the attendant risk, woule be glec it they would 
remain at their posts until the last »o0ssibie 
moment in the national intercst. It woula nuve 
to ve nade clerr that in t.c event o: their 
remaining in response to this request ii...u. would 
accept responsibility for the evacustion of the 
individuals concerned ct s leter date, should 
circumstonees in ‘clestine mske this necessary, 
and in the meantime seccent responsibilit: Lor 
their security. 


As to (a) above, I taink t at the warming 
should agply only to those whose nornal domicile is 
not in .alestinc. As to (b). in view of the 
imnortance of mintainiar the operatio. of the oil 
refineries as long as possibie, I feel that the 
warnins must be modified in the sense sugested by 
the ‘igh Go:missioner 


Before Sabaitting for tne avproveal of the 
Prime Minister, ] woule like to know it you agree 
with me on these two points. ian writiag 
Bimilerly to ,lexander. 


(Sgd.) A. Greech Jones, 
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Deer Aa. ' & 
Thank you for your letter 
of April 9th making proposals as to 
the manner in which a warning should 
be conveyed to British subjects in 
Palestine of the dangers of staying 
in the country. 
2 I agree with the line of 
ie Cav mate adta- 
action nyyour letter and am 


sending a copy of this letter to ts Kans eke, 


Alexander . ky 
fe 
/ Pls 


Yours oe cul, 
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Or 
14th +pril, 146. 
(& 4606/1200/351) 
Cong idem ia 
imuaediste 


Des tiny 


Thank you ror your letter of 3th «april 
umking yroposeuls es to the munaer in which 
a Waraing, should be conveyed to british 
subjects lu sulestine of tiée cinmgers oF 
abaving 10 tiiu GoULtIye 


2. I ugree with the line of ection 
proposed in tne penultimete parayraph of 
your letter and ios sanding a copy of this 
lettur to thé minister of U:iouce. 


(Sael-) TAucst Sige 


’ 


the Right Honourtdle 
Ae Creech Jones, MP. 


Great George Street, 
London, ©....l. 


léth April, 148. 


Dear Arthur, 


In your letter of 9th April you asked my 
comments on your proposed instructions to the igh 
Commissioner in oe to the warning to Lritish 
subjects in Palestine as to the dangers of tieir 
staying in the country. 


as regards your first point, I agree that the 
warning should apply to those whose normal domicile 
is not in Palestine. 


Un the yguestion of modification of the warning 
in respect of those who may be in positions of 
Imperial interest, such as the staff of the Haifa 
Oil refineries, there is no doubt thal. apart from 
the good unds there are for ey important 
installations like these going after 15th May and 
even after lst August, tiere will also be reguii‘ed 
the continued services of a number of ex-officers 
of the Palestine administration to run essential 
services between 15th May and lst August. There 
would be every advantaye in all wives and children 
of men who may stay behind for this purpose ane 
evacuated as early as possible. sut as regards the 
scope of the warning for people in this category, 
it, would surely be well for the High Commissioner 


/ 
The Right Honourable A. Creech Jones, M.r. 


to consult, on the one hand the heads of the 
commercial installations concerned (e.g. the Haifa 
oil companies), and on the other hand the G.U.C. 
Palestine as to the minimum assistance he may desire 
for running essential services up till lst August: 
you will remember * hat pan graph 4 of his 
Administrative Iectrietion (b.u.(43) 26 - Annex II) 
gives him powers to employ ee eat officers of 
the former Yalestine Government so far as these may 
be essential to assist in the evacuation. 


I an sending a copy of this letter to the 
Foreisn Secretary. 


Yours sincerely, 


(| Mu re v) Dfnrs ! 
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QUTWARD ? i 
75872/ 159/ 27/43 Gob 1260/2] 
Cypher (0.T.P.) Eee aa 
<7 Ap; 
TO PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 
Sent 47th April, 19495 2t.75 hree 2... oy 
‘ Bie Na Soe 
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IMMEDIATE 
No, 1495 Secret, 


Your telegram Ne. 665. Future of British 
nationais, I have consulted my collcagues "ho egree thot 
the warning to British subjects to Jcave Felostins: skould 
be modified in the sense you suggest in the case of essen.ialL 
personnel in positions of Imperial interest, Ft may ve 
made cleer to those persone that His ia jesty ‘gs Goverament 
accept responsibility for their evacuetion ot a later date, 
should circumstences in Palestine meke this necessury,. ent 
in the reantime accept responsibility for their security 
as far as available resources permnit.. 


20 The warming should be confinea to thoess gritish 
subjects whose norm] domicil: is not in Paiesvine, 
Dominions mationals, if any, shoul’ thercrors be included. 
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Copies sent to:= 


Foreign orfice - Hr. Beith, 

War Office = Cole MoM. Chavticrise 
Privates Secretary, Forcign Office, 

Private Secretary, No. 710 Downing Strect 

Private Secretary, Ministry of Defence, 

Private Sscretary, Commonwealth Relations office. 


